Review of murine dendritic cells: types, location, and development.
Dendritic cells (DCs) are key coordinators of the immune response, governing the choice between tolerance and immunity. DCs are professional antigen-presenting cells capable of presenting antigen on MHC molecules and priming CD4 and CD8 T-cell responses. They form a heterogeneous group of cells based on phenotype, location, and function. In this review, murine DCs will be discussed regarding their function with special emphasis on their tissue distribution. Recent findings on DC homeostasis during cancer progression will be presented. Finally, the developmental pathways leading to DC differentiation from their precursors will be summarized.